
Year in 
review 
2019
October
2019



COMMITTEE FOR SYDNEY2 3

2019 has also been a big year for the Committee for Sydney.  
At the beginning of the year we welcomed our new CEO, 
Gabriel Metcalf, who arrived at a time when the Committee 
was actively advocating for Sydney in the context of the two 
elections.  Since his arrival, Gabriel has got to know Sydney 
and our members, and has set about shaping our policy 
agenda for the years ahead.

Our output this year has been significant and varied.  It has 
included the publication of seven reports and the hosting of 
more than 80 member events.  This annual review provides 
a record of some of our activities and successes over the 
last year.  

The Committee’s influence, independence and relevance are 
dependent on continued support from our members.  We 
advocate for the whole of Sydney, and our wide geographic 
and sectoral focus is reflected in our membership.

I would like to acknowledge the Committee’s Deputy 
Chair, Kate Jordan, and all our colleagues on the Executive 
Committee.  I am extremely grateful for their engagement, 
support and wise counsel during the year.  I would also like to 
thank the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of each of our Taskforces 
who have devoted significant time and energy to the success 
of the Committee.

The Committee is fortunate to have a strong team working on 
our research, publications, advocacy and events.  I would like 
to thank them for their energy, enthusiasm and impact.

Finally, I would like to thank our members who have devoted 
their energy, time and other resources to the work of the 
Committee over the last year.  As a Committee, our success 
and credibility rests on the engagement of our members.  
Together we share a vision and ambition for Sydney and I look 
forward to working with you in the year ahead as we play a 
role in shaping Sydney’s future.

Michael Rose AM

Chairman’s 
message

This has been a significant year for Sydney.  A year in 
which the growth of Sydney, its economic performance, 
infrastructure needs and liveability were key issues in closely 
contested State and Federal elections.  The last twelve 
months have also seen major, transformative infrastructure 
delivered and work commenced on new projects.  It has 
been an exciting time for Sydney. Chinatown Kimber Lane Wall Art

How to keep up with a growing population, in terms of 
infrastructure and housing supply?

How to include everyone in Sydney’s prosperity?

How to get ready for the onslaught of climate change?

How to ensure that Sydney’s famous quality of life does not 
allow it to grow complacent, as the economy continues to 
change and evolve, more rapidly than ever.

The Committee for Sydney plays a unique role in the business 
and civic landscape of Sydney: a champion for the whole of 
Sydney, a think tank that draws on the lessons from cities all 
over the world, a broad-based leadership organisation that 
stands outside of the interests of any single industry.

The Year in Review tells the story of just some of our impact 
across a range of key issues. It is truly a reflection of the 
breadth and depth of the Committee’s membership, more 
than 150 of Sydney’s leading organisations who have 
chosen to invest in solutions – to the problems of today 
and tomorrow.

For me, 2019 has been a remarkable year of discovery and 
learning. I have had the opportunity to meet with leaders in 
business, government, and academia, and I have listened as 
people discussed their concerns and their dreams for Sydney.

The Committee for Sydney is positioned to do great things, 
and I think you are going to like what you see in the years 
to come. 

We are deepening the impact of our research, adding in-
depth policy expertise and working closely with Government 
as move from ideas into implementation. 

We are taking a bigger public profile, so that we can lead 
conversations that will engage the broader public in thinking 
about Sydney’s direction.

And more than anything, we are focused on real-world 
impact – making tangible progress on the most critical issues 
facing Sydney.

It is truly an honour to be doing this work, with your support. 
Thank you for your membership and involvement with the 
Committee for Sydney.

Gabriel Metcalf

CEO’s 
introduction

Sydney is one of the greatest cities 
in the world – but it is struggling to 
keep up. Because along with Sydney’s 
global ambitions, comes a set of 
important challenges.
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Committee 
highlights 

Mobility 

Sydney Metro West

We have maintained strong support for the funding and 
delivery of Sydney Metro West, a potentially game-changing 
piece of infrastructure. Based on our rigorous economic 
forecasting, we continue to make the case that Metro will 
create significant jobs uplift in Western Sydney as well as 
providing additional transport capacity to already congested 
parts of Sydney’s rail network.

Sandstone mega-region

We see enormous economic and social benefits for upgraded 
rail connections between Sydney, Newcastle, Wollongong, 
and potentially Canberra. We have been hugely encouraged 
by the resources invested by NSW Government in a detailed 
feasibility study on the issue and have been working closely 
with the review team as it reaches its conclusion. In 2020 we 
will continue to press the case for investment in inter-state 
fast and high-speed rail. 

Transport vision

As Sydney grows, it needs an integrated system of mass 
public transit to ensure that the city keeps moving. This year 
we began work on a Sydney Transport Vision Plan, a long-
term examination into the city’s future mobility challenges 
and solutions. We will examine how a future transport system 
should work, including how to increase the availability of 
public and active transport for more people, and what the 
impact of autonomous vehicles will mean. The project will 
deliver detailed recommendations later in 2020. 

Planning 

Western Sydney 

Realising the potential of Western Sydney has been a central 
part of our work in 2019, including the establishment of a 
Western City Taskforce to lead our work on the Western 
Parkland City, particularly around the new Western Sydney 
Airport.  We are addressing key challenges to the fastest 
growing part of Sydney, including improving transport 
infrastructure, overcoming long-term water supply shortages, 
enhancing governance structures through the Western 
Sydney City Deal, and encouraging the growth of new 
economic precincts.   

Female city

We have continued to promote Sydney as a female-friendly 
city, and forged a ground-breaking partnership with NAB, 
Monash University and Plan International to better understand 
the experiences of women in Sydney and develop policy 
approaches to enhance safety in the city. As part of the 
project we have established a cross-government taskforce to 
develop best practice a city that works for women.

Medium density housing

Sydney needs a greater diversity of housing, from high rises 
to single family homes; from transitional housing for people 
exiting homelessness to high income knowledge workers. 
This year we were especially focused on a new medium 
density housing code that fills the ‘missing middle’ gap 
between free standing homes and large apartment buildings. 
If we get this right, it will lead to much greater availability of 
modern versions of the terrace house, a well-loved building 
type that has been missing from recent developments.

Western Harbour Precinct 

Taking a strategic approach to one of Sydney’s most 
prominent precincts, we have developed a place-making 
vision for Sydney’s Western Harbour that improves 
the area’s mobility options, enhances the public realm, 
develops the night-time economy, and coordinates a better 
visitor experience.

Economy

Innovation economy 

In 2019, we launched a major project examining how Sydney 
can become one of the world’s foremost cities for global 
talent, innovation, and the new economy. We will diagnose 
the state of Sydney’s innovation economy today, and 
ultimately develop an action plan that will move Sydney into 
the future, focusing on key areas of policy such as taxation; 
migration; regulation; and the relationship between business, 
government and universities.

Funding for infrastructure 

Whilst the NSW Government is investing record amounts 
in infrastructure, the need remains for long-term continued 
funding on projects like Sydney Metro, Sydney Light 
Rail and Parramatta Light Rail. These projects will deliver 
transformative benefits to Sydneysiders for decades to 
come. We are undertaking detailed work on how to maintain 
sustainable investment over the long-term, including 
examining different funding models, and working with 
partners in the public and private sectors to ensure that 
Sydney’s infrastructure boom can continue.  

Governance 

NSW State Election Platform 

The Committee developed a specific hard-hitting platform 
for the 2019 NSW State Election, and we have been pleased 
to see the re-elected government endorsing a number of the 
positions. This included the funding of business cases for fast 
rail links across the “Sandstone mega-region”; an overarching 
economic blueprint for Sydney, and a Minister for Mobility 
with responsibility for the entire transport portfolio. 

Sydney Harbour

We proposed a new approach to the governance of Sydney 
Harbour, the city’s greatest asset, to maximise its economic, 
social and environmental potential. Bringing together 
members of the Committee with a passion and interest in the 
harbour, we identified simple changes that will shift the from 
a narrow, sectoral and competitive typology and towards a 
more coherent and long-term framework.

Culture 

24-hour economy

Enhancing Sydney’s 24-hour economy remains a key 
advocacy priority for us. We made important contributions to 
two NSW Parliamentary inquiries on the night-time economy 
and the music and arts economy, providing evidence and 
expertise to both Committees. In 2018 we recommended 
the establishment of a Night Time Industries Association 
in Sydney and have been pleased to work with most of the 
major interest groups across the night time sector to establish 
the organisation, putting policy ideas into practice.

Ageing in Sydney 

It is predicted that by 2021, there will be more people 
aged 65 years and older living outside Sydney than under 
16s. To address how we should respond as a city to this 
demographic change, our report Dignity and Choice 
took a forward look at some of the social and structural 
challenges of an ageing population in Sydney, including 
recommendations on planning, transport, healthcare, and the 
environment to ensure that the city functions for older people.

Norwest Metro station, opened in May 2019
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Research

Are Sydney’s property and infrastructure owner’s prepared 
for autonomous mobility?

While much has been written about the impact autonomous 
mobility will have on our transport network, analysis on its 
impact on our built environment has been lacking. In partner-
ship with Arcadis, we assessed the readiness of our city to 
deal with autonomous mobility, taking into consideration the 
enormous impact it will have on parking and buildings. The 
research found that Sydney needs to start planning now, as 
much of the infrastructure being built today will be impacted. 

Strengthening economic cases for housing policies

 The Committee supported the development of this report 
articulating the economic value of housing as essential 
infrastructure. Researched by Professor Duncan Maclennan, 
UNSW, SGS Economics & Planning, and Cadence 
Economics, this report found that investing $7.8 billion in 
building 125,000 affordable dwellings would repay the 
initial outlay and deliver an additional $12 billion impact on 
the economy through improved productivity. 

Seeing the city: Towards a data-driven Sydney

Using mapping technology developed by OneMap, 
this report presented unexpected and unusual ways of 
visualising Sydney. By overlaying different lenses on the 
city, we are were able to identify areas that need more 
investment, or centres where the changing demographic 
of our city will transform how they operate. 

Sydney Harbour: Our greatest asset

Sydney Harbour is one of Sydney’s greatest public spaces 
but is pulled in too many directions as a result of being 
managed by over 30 different government agencies. This 
report considered the diverse and important uses the harbour 
plays for our city – as a transport corridor for ferries, a working 
harbour, an incredible tourism drawcard, a rich biodiversity 
asset and, most importantly, as an intern-generational 
public asset. It then proposed a new governance model and 
strategy at the NSW Government to deliver on the promise of 
the harbour. 

Sydney Harbour report released in August 2019

Benchmarking Sydney’s Performance

This 4th edition of Committee for Sydney’s benchmarking 
report reviews Sydney’s performance over the last 12 months. 
It draws on a meta-analysis across hundreds of city indices 
produced around the world that incorporate well over 50,000 
data points about how cities are performing and perceived in 
different areas.

Benchmarking 
Sydney’s 
Performance 
2019
October 2019

“The Committee for 
Sydney’s thought 
leadership is outstanding. 
Long may it continue.”

– Tim Reardon, Secretary, Department  
of the Premier and Cabinet
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Sydney’s night-time economy 
Submission to the NSW Parliament’s Joint Select Committee 
June 2019

Taking forward ideas set out in our Sydney as a 24-hour City 
report, this submission established a blueprint for enhancing 
Sydney’s night-life and improving the way the city functions 
after dark. Many of the recommendations made in the 
submission were subsequently endorsed by in the Select 
Committee’s final report. 

Building confidence 
Submission to the NSW Department of Fair Trading 
July 2019

Following a number of high-profile incidents regarding 
building safety standards in Sydney, this submission set out 
ideas for next steps in building regulation reforms for State 
Government. Our ideas highlighted how to deliver greater 
transparency, accountability, and quality of work in the 
building and construction sector.

In 2020, the Committee’s research agenda is designed to answer key challenges facing Sydney.

•	 Unleashing Sydney’s Innovation Economy – How do 
we expand the jobs of the future to ensure Sydney’s 
prosperity in the 21st century?

•	 Transport vision – What does the impact of new 
transport innovation and technology mean for how we 
design our transport system?

•	 New directions for public space – How do we rethink 
our streets as the primary space for public life?

•	 Benchmarking Sydney – How does Sydney stack up 
against other global cities, and what are the crucial 
changes we must undertake to become one of the 
world’s leading cities? 

•	 Growth projections – How do we accommodate the 
2 million new people coming to Sydney in the next 20 
years? Is it feasible to shift the balance between in-fill 
and greenfield development as we grow?

•	 Retrofitting suburbia – How do we regenerate and 
restore the post-war Sydney neighbourhoods to bring 
them back to life?

•	 Cities that change – global best practices on 
transportation and land use transformation.

Each year we will take on similarly ambitious work.

Submissions

Safety after dark: Creating a city for women living and 
working in Sydney

Launched on International Women’s Day, and using 
analysis by Plan International and XYX Labs, this report 
examined how our public spaces work for women 
travelling to and from work – and found that much of 
the city feels unsafe for many women. Transport hubs, 
including bus stops and train stations, were identified 
as particularly problematic. 

Dignity and choice: An inclusive future for our  
ageing population

Sydney’s population is set to age in coming decades, with 
a quarter of the population over 65 by 2056. Planning for 
this demographic change requires thinking across the 
policy spectrum – from housing for older people, making 
public spaces work for all ages and delivering a transport 
system that supports continued social and economic 
engagement as people age. This report unpacks 31 
recommendations for all levels and sectors of government 
to deliver an ageing-friendly city.  

Short-term letting 
Submission to the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment  
September 2019

This submission established what a new regulatory 
framework for short-term rental accommodation should look 
like, balancing the need for overarching regulation while 
maintaining choice for consumers and without introducing 
burdensome regulation. 

Review of the planning framework for the Western  
Harbour Precinct including the Pyrmont Peninsula 
Submission to the Greater Sydney Commission  
September 2019

As part of the Committee’s work to develop and deliver a 
new vision for the Western Harbour Precinct, this submission 
examines how to maximise the potential of the area to help 
it become one of the primary hospitality and entertainment 
precincts in NSW. 

Vivid Sydney activating the city’s winter night-time economy



Media

The Committee has strengthened its position as an 
independent ‘go to’ organisation to fresh, evidence-based 
thinking on policy impacting Sydney and other Australian 
cities. In 2018/19 we secured significant media coverage on 
a range of issues including:

• Population growth

• Infrastructure investment 

• 24-hour economy 

• Water and sustainability 

• Affordable housing

• Building standards  

• Sydney’s ageing population 

• Cost of living 

• High-speed rail 

• Streets as Public Spaces

Our coverage included three newspaper front pages on the 
24-hour economy, the NSW economic mega-region, and the 
idea of a Minister for Sydney. Opinion pieces from our staff 
also regularly featured in the Sydney Morning Herald and The 
Daily Telegraph. 

The Committee has also made regular media appearances on 
broadcast media, including Channel 9 News, ABC Breakfast, 
ABC Focus, ABC Radio National and 2GB. Through developing 
these relationships, we have been able to plan and achieve 
in-depth, targeted coverage around the release of issue 
papers, events and policy announcements.

We have also expended our social media reach, including 
generating ideas and policy discussions through our Twitter 
channel and promoting the work of Committee members 
through LinkedIn. 

11COMMITTEE FOR SYDNEY10
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Events

19 Feb
Making Sydney a world-class  
night-time destination with  
John Graham MLC

PwC

28 Feb Future of Mobility Uber

08 Mar International Women’s Day ICC

12 Mar
Dissecting the Royal Commission 
with Shadow Minister for Financial 
Services, Clare O’Neil MP

UNSW

26 Mar
Weighing up the votes: What will  
the  result of the NSW Election mean 
for Sydney? 

Minter 
Ellison

27 Mar
Resilience and Climate Change  
with Ernst Rauch

Westpac

02 Apr
Matthew Olsen, Chief Trust and 
Security Officer, Uber breakfast

EY

04 Apr
Jennifer Keesmaat, Former Chief 
Planner, City of Toronto

Mirvac

04 Apr
Private Dinner with Jennifer 
Keesmaat, Former Chief Planner, 
City of Toronto

Ethos 
Urban

11 Apr City Life: The New Urban Australia 
Grimshaw 
Architects

01 May
Getting it done: shaping the future 
of Sydney – A Conversation with 
NSW Premier

Allens

02 May Future Mobility 2040: Convergence Arup

03 May
Life in Sydney: An in-depth analysis 
of Sydneysiders and the issues they 
care about

Ethos 
Urban

DATE EVENT
HOST / 
SPONSOR

07 May
Vibrant and Sustainable Night  
Time Economy 

Dexus 

14 May Private Dinner with Ben Rogers WSP

15 May 
Growing Well: Making New Places 
Fit for the Future with Ben Rogers

Lendlease

16 May Truth Telling in Public Places Lendlease

23 May
Dignity & Choice: An inclusive 
future for our ageing population

Stockland

28 May
Priorities for the NSW Government 
- Briefing from Tim Reardon,  
Jim Betts and Elizabeth Koff

Clayton 
UTZ

29 May EA Networking Drinks 
Sofitel 
Darling 
Harbour 

03 June
Boardroom discussion with  
Peter Schwartz

GPT

05 June
Everyone’s Business: What role 
should business play in shaping  
our cities?

Mirvac

06 June City Transformation  Arup

06 June Future Mobility 2030: The Individual Arcadis

10 July Future Mobility 2020: The First Step EnergyLab

18 July
I Amsterdam and the DNA of Cities 
with Carolien Gehrels

UTS

18 July
Private Dinner with  
Carolien Gehrels

Hoyne

19 July
The Political Year Ahead with  
Anna Caldwell

Newgate 

23 July
The renaissance of the Paris 
Central Business District

Arup

24 July
Private dinner with  
Alessandra Cianchetta

The Star

25 July Treasurer’s lunch EY

26 July 
Mobility, innovation and public 
space – the Dutch experience with 
Willem Snel

AECOM

01 Aug Sydney Harbour Report Launch PwC

01 Aug 
Sydney Habour Report  
Private Dinner

 Place 
Design 
Group

19 Aug
Build to Rent – lessons from the  
UK with Andy Leahy

MinterEllison

DATE EVENT
HOST / 
SPONSOR

22 Jan Sydney Festival Evening
Sydney 
Festival

07 Feb Sydney Women’s Fund
Clayton 
UTZ

08 Feb
Sydney’s Economic Update  
with SGS

NAB

12 Feb
Learning from the successes  
(and failures) of American Cities  
with Joe Cortright

WSP

Total Events 			   69
Taskforces			   20
Total attendees			  3,553
Unique Member reps	 2,955
International Speakers	 16

DATE EVENT
HOST / 
SPONSOR

12 Oct Treasurer’s Lunch Allens

15 Oct Launch of CAV research Arcadis 

24 Oct
Shaping places through business 
improvement districts with  
Dr Julie Grail 

PwC

2 Nov Angling Towards Asia Accor

2 Nov Shadow Treasurer, Chris Bowen MinterEllison

7 Nov Annual General Meeting EY

7 Nov Annual General Meeting Reception EY

12 Nov Resilient by Design Reception 
City of 
Sydney

14 Nov
Transport Planning as Freedom 
Planning with Jarrett Walker

UTS

5 Dec EA Breakfast EY

11 Dec Arcadis Boardroom Lunch Arcadis

12 Dec Sydney Harbour Workshop PwC

13 Dec End of Year Drinks Stockland

“Keep it up – CfS plays an 
important role.”
 – Brian Tyson, Managing Partner,  
    Newgate Communications

“The international speaker events are a 
highlight as they provide insights into how 
other cities have approached and/or are 
solving major challenges.”
 – Glenn Wightwick, Deputy Vice-Chancellor  
    (Innovation and Enterprise), UTS

The Honourable Gladys Berejiklian, Premier of NSW 
addressing Committee members, May 2019
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Member 
support

Our members are vital to the output and impact of the 
Committee. With more than 150 organisations from diverse 
sectors, our differences are our strength; our passion for 
Sydney is our driving force. 

This leadership group continues to thrive, finding and 
leveraging synergies between existing members and 
welcoming fresh ideas and contributions. During the year, we 
welcomed 13 new members. 

Invested in the future of Greater Sydney, we collaborate to 
develop solutions to some of our city’s biggest challenges, 
and advocate for a better future. 

We thank our members who have hosted events and 
activities for us (listed on p12 and p13), and those who 
have sponsored activity including our research reports, 
international speakers, fundraising events, and more. Without 
this support, our program simply would not be possible. 

Building for the future 
With firm plans to grow, in August 2019 we launched a new 
program of annual sponsorship opportunities designed to 
drive deeper, more strategic engagement, and more activity.   

One part of this new program is the Innovation Fund, which 
will bring together 10 partners who will support all research 
in 2020. We are excited to welcome Dexus as the inaugural 
partner and thank them for their leadership in this space. 

Sponsors

Events

International Women’s Day: NAB, PAYCE, Grimshaw,  
The Star, Urban Growth, Transdev 

Smart City Awards: PAYCE, PwC, UTS, KJA, Thales 

Reports

Autonomous mobility: Arcadis

Seeing the city: OneMap & Tract

Dignity and Choice: Stockland and Baptist Care

Safety after dark: NAB

Sustaining the advantage: Dexus and Landcom

Sydney Harbour: Place Design Group

Members at the Committee’s End of Year celebration, 2018

Members

Accor

AECOM Australia Pty Ltd

Airbnb

Allens

Amazon Web Services

AMP Capital Investors Limited

Aqualand

Arcadis

Architectus

Art Gallery of NSW

Arup Pty Ltd

Australian National Maritime Museum

Australian Rugby Union

Australian Turf Club

Bangarra Dance Theatre

BaptistCare

The work of the Committee for Sydney would not be possible 
without support from our valued members. We are proud to 
represent some of the most prominent organisations in Sydney, 
working with them to develop innovative ideas and solutions to 
make our city the best place in the world to live, work and play. 

Bell Shakespeare

BESydney

Billbergia

Blacktown City Council

BlueCHP

Botanic Gardens & Centennial Parklands

Boyden

Bridge Housing

Brookfield

Campbelltown City Council

Captain Cook Cruises

Carnival Australia

Celestino

Charter Hall

City of Canterbury Bankstown Council

City of Parramatta

Ann Sherry AO, Carnival Australia and Victoria Black, WSP 
at the Plan International Girls Walk event, October 2018
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City of Sydney

City West Housing

Clayton Utz

Coles

Community Housing Ltd

Compass Housing Services

Connect MacPark

Cox Architecture

Create NSW

Cultural Capital

Deloitte

Destination NSW

Dexus

EG

Elton Consulting

Ethos Urban

Evolve Housing

EY

Financial Services Council

Five at Heart

Frost* Collective

Georges River Council

GoGet

GPT Group

Grimshaw Architects

HASSELL

Heart Foundation

Hoyne

Hume Community Housing Association

ICC Sydney

Imagination

Inner West Council

Investa Office Management Pty Ltd

Ipsos Australia & New Zealand

ISPT (WSQ Retail)

Ivany Investment Group

JCDecaux

JLL

John Holland Group

Keolis Downer

Kinesis

KJA

KPMG

Laing O’Rourke Australia Construction Pty Limited

Landcom

Lendlease Development

Link Housing

Liverpool City Council

Luna Park Sydney

Macquarie Corporate Holdings Pty Limited

Mastercard

McKinsey & Company

Mecone

Metro Trains Australia

MinterEllison

Mirvac

Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences

Museum of Contemporary Art

NAB

National Art School

Newgate Communications

News Corp Australia

Night Time Industries Association

NRMA

NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment

NSW Land and Housing Corporation

NSW Office of Environment & Heritage

oOh!media 

Outdoor Media Association

PAYCE Consolidated

Place Design Group

Plenary Group

Port Authority of NSW

Poulos Brothers

PwC

RobertsDay

RPS Group

Scentre Group

Sculpture by the Sea

SGS Economics and Planning

SMEC

South Western Sydney Local Health District

SSROC

St George Community Housing

Stockland

Sydney Airport

Sydney Community Foundation

Sydney Dance Company

Sydney Festival

Sydney Fish Market

Sydney Fringe

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

Sydney Living Museums

Sydney Local Health District

Sydney Opera House

Sydney Swans

Sydney Symphony Orchestra

Sydney Theatre Company

Sydney Water

Sydney Writers’ Festival

TAFE NSW

Thales

The Star Entertainment Group

The University of Sydney

Tract

Transdev Australasia

Transport for NSW

Uber Australia PTY LTD (Sydney)

University of Technology Sydney

University of Wollongong

UNSW

Urbis

Vicinity Centres

Western Sydney University

Westpac

Willoughby City Council

WSP Australia Pty Ltd

WT Partnership

“I really appreciate the 
contribution of the Committee.”
 – Kiersten Fishburn, CEO,  
    Liverpool City Council

Ben Rogers, Director of Centre for London, talking 
about the future of mega-cities in May 2019
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Executive Committee members

Michael Rose AM, Chairman 

Kate Jordan, Deputy Chair, Deputy Chief Executive Partner, 
Clayton Utz 

Martin Blake, Lead Partner, KPMG

Virginia Briggs, Partner, MinterEllison

Dorte Ekelund, Principal Advisor – Smart Cities, SMEC 

Sally Fielke, General Manager Corporate Affairs, Coles

Kevin George, Executive General Manager - Office, Dexus

Barney Glover, Vice-Chancellor and University President, 
Western Sydney University

Lyn Lewis-Smith, CEO, BESydney

Sally Loane, CEO, Financial Services Council

Rohan Lund, Group Chief Executive, NRMA

Larry McGrath, Executive General Manager Customer  
and Corporate Affairs, John Holland Group

David Rolls, National Development Director –  
Property, Lendlease

Charlie Taylor, Director, McKinsey & Company

Siobhan Toohill, Head of Group Sustainability and Community, 
Westpac

Brian Tyson, Managing Partner, Newgate Communications

Michael Wilkins, Managing Director – Sport, Wagering and 
Gaming, News Corp 

Governance

Taskforces

Planning
Chair: Bruce Taper, Kinesis
Deputy Chair: Alison Holloway, SGS

Smart Cities  
Chair: Dorte Ekelund, SMEC

Transport
Chair: Larry McGrath, John Holland Group
Deputy Chair: Jodie Brough, Newgate Communications

Knowledge Economy
Chair: Virginia Briggs, MinterEllison
Deputy Chair: Ken Woo, PwC 

Liveability / Lovability
Chair: Lyn Lewis-Smith, BESydney
Deputy Chair: Prof. Ross Harley, UNSW	

Western City
Chair: Andy Marks, Western Sydney University



Keep in touch

Committee for Sydney 
Level 27 
680 George Street 
Sydney NSW 2000

sydney.org.au

     @Committee4Syd
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